
above j the land development pa ttern in Whitevi l le ha s also been 

af fected by the transportati on net and the utility net (prima r ily 

electrical lines, water mains j and sewer mains ). 

Whenever a new street i s opened , whether it be a thoroughfare 

such a s Powell Boulevard or just an extens i on of an exi st i ng street 

such a s Smith Street, it opens new area s for development and makes 

other are a s more a ccessible . Because deve l opment ha s l eve l ed off 

in Whi teville j thi s phenomenon cannot be rea dily observed , ne ver­

t heless, vi rtually every street that ha s been constructed i n 

Whi t eville ha s encouraged urban development , planned or unp lanned , 

in the area served by the new street . As an exampl e , to the nort h , 

s outh j we st and to some degree to the ea st , urban development stretch­

es out in a f inger- l ike f a shi on along the roads tha t r a diate out 

from Whiteville with the intens i ty of development oft en di re ct l y 

dependent upon the quality of the roa ds . Conversel y , and j ust a s 

important, va cant land extends i nward i n a finger - l ike f a shi on i n 

those area s not a dequa te l y served by streets and ro a ds . Bec ause of 

thi s di rect rela t i onship between the transport a t i on net and the 

patt er n of urban development, it becomes a very important element 

i n any communi ty planni ng program . 

The ut i lity network also infl uences the direct i on and intensity 

of urban deve l opment, the degree depending mainly upon the munici ­

p ality ' s subdivision regul ations , the accessibility of ground water, 

and the effectiveness of septic tanks in the soils of the loc alityo 

There are an unlimited number of other factors that have in­

f l uence d the land development pattern of Whi teville over the past 150 

y ears , but with only a few exceptions those factors listed above; that 

i S j the natural geographic features , the transportation net , and the 

uti l ity net ha ve been the principal factors that have shaped the 

present development and in all probability, will continue to do so 

for many years in the futureo 
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